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30 Kentuckians win Education at Work Scholarships


FRANKFORT, Ky. (July 12, 2006) — Kentucky First Lady Glenna Fletcher and Education Cabinet Secretary Virginia G. Fox presented the cabinet’s Education at Work scholarship to 30 Kentuckians July 11 in the Capitol Rotunda in Frankfort. The cabinet gave the $1,000 scholarships to students who are pursuing postsecondary education in Kentucky.


Secretary Fox said, “It’s an honor to recognize the 2006 Education at Work Scholarship winners today. Each year I am encouraged about the future of Kentucky when I present the scholarship because of the caliber of people who are awarded the scholarship and because of their enthusiasm and hope for the future. Their spirit of determination comes through when you read their winning ‘Unbridled Spirit’ essays and realize the challenges that they overcome to go to school and make their career goals a reality.” 

About 200 Kentuckians applied for the eighth annual scholarship competition. Including this year, the cabinet has awarded 210 scholarships totaling $120,000 for postsecondary education. The scholarship began under the former Cabinet for Workforce Development and has grown from 20 scholarships in 1999 to this year’s 30 scholarships. The scholarship amount has increased this year from $500 to $1,000.


Secretary Fox said she was impressed with the level of commitment the winners have shown toward achieving their goals. 

“While each of them has individual goals and plans for their futures, all of the winners have in common a desire to better themselves and their lives through postsecondary education. I believe that getting a postsecondary education is one of the smartest decisions anyone can make to improve their lives, the lives of their families and the future of Kentucky. It is exciting for our cabinet to help our scholarship winners pursue their education and careers and participate in their success,” Secretary Fox said.

Kentuckians qualified for the scholarship by using one of the services of the Education Cabinet’s Department for Workforce Investment or Kentucky Adult Education in the Council on Postsecondary Education, such as vocational rehabilitation, adult learning centers, GED preparation, secondary Kentucky Tech school, unemployment insurance, job placement, dislocated worker or Workforce Investment Act assistance. Scholarship applicants were required to write an essay on Kentucky’s new ‘Unbridled Spirit’ brand and how it relates to their educational and career goals. The $1,000 scholarships may be used for tuition, books and lab and technology fees.

“Our  Education at Work scholarship winners come from a variety of backgrounds and are at different points in their pursuit of an education and career but all have shown that they have the will and work ethic to meet challenges and attain their goals. Some of our winners are making the transition from high school to postsecondary education while others are returning to school after years in the workforce. I hope that winning this scholarship will give them extra support they need to continue their education,” said Laura E. Owens, deputy secretary of the Education Cabinet and acting commissioner of the cabinet’s Department for Workforce Investment.


“I also want to say thank you to our employees and service providers who have helped these students and many other Kentuckians succeed in school and the workplace. Many of the scholarship applicants wrote in their essays that the help and guidance from their service providers has given them the encouragement they need to overcome physical, financial and learning difficulties and earn their degrees,” Deputy Secretary Owens said. 


The following list of the scholarship winners includes information about them.

James Armstrong II, 22, of Bloomfield is studying business management at the University of Louisville and is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Brenda Ann Ball, 53, of Louisa is studying social work at Morehead State University and is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

Shannon Christman, 27, of Hazard is studying counseling at Lindsey Wilson College. Christman is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Patrick Conlon, 21, of Lexington is studying linguistics and political science at the University of Kentucky. Conlon is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Joey Couch, 22, of Busy is studying business at Hazard Community and Technical College and is a customer of the Office for the Blind.

Lorri Damron, 19, of Mt. Sterling is majoring in elementary education at Eastern Kentucky University. Damron is a customer of the Office for the Blind. 

Glenda H. Daugherty, 48, of Battletown is planning to study human services at Elizabethtown Community and Technical College. Daugherty is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

Natosha Davis, 23, of Owensboro is majoring in psychology at Western Kentucky University. Davis is a customer of the Office for the Blind.

Nicholas Dunn, 21, of Hustonville is majoring in civil engineering at the University of Kentucky. Dunn is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Florence R. Fields, 20, of Hallie is majoring in social work at Eastern Kentucky University and is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

Judith K. Fishburn, 36, of Bowling Green is studying medical administration at Bowling Green Technical College. Fishburn is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Amylee K. Francis, 21, of Harrodsburg is majoring in education at Eastern Kentucky University and is a customer of the Office for the Blind.

Erin Hahn, 35, of West Point is majoring in human services at Jefferson Community and Technical College. Hahn is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

Lisa Howe, 48, of Cold Spring is studying Web development and design at Gateway Community and Technical College. Howe is a customer of Office of Employment and Training.

Keri Howitz, 19, of Lexington is majoring in education at Eastern Kentucky University. Howitz is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Jodelle Johnson, 24, of Morehead is studying respiratory therapy at Maysville Community and Technical College. Johnson is a customer of Kentucky Adult Education.

Donovan Lauderback, 31, of Louisville is planning to study humanities at Jefferson Community and Technical College. Lauderback is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Erika Maynard, 18, of Inez is planning to major in premedicine at Eastern Kentucky University and is a customer of the Office of Career and Technical Education.

Stacey McVay, 18, of Woodbine is planning to study nursing at Somerset Community College and is a customer of the Office of Career and Technical Education.

Eugenia M. Miranda, 37, of Mt. Washington is majoring in accounting at Bellarmine University. Miranda is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training. 

Sara Mudd, 24, of Louisville is majoring in history and prelaw at the University of Louisville and is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation. This is the fifth year that she has won the scholarship.
Neal A. Murphy, 18, of Hanson is planning to study information technology at Madisonville Community College. Murphy is a customer of Kentucky Adult Education.

Ashley Payne, 22, of Owensboro is majoring in social work at Brescia University. Payne is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

James A. Peterson, 35, of Franklin is planning to study information technology at Murray State University. Peterson is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

Ashley Taylor, 19, of Hindman is studying physical therapy at Hazard Community and Technical College. Taylor is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

Suzanne M. Wallace, 20, of Dawson Springs is planning to study early childhood education at Eastern Kentucky University. Wallace is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Maranda G. Watson, 29, of Stanton is studying nursing at Eastern Kentucky University. Watson is a customer of Kentucky Adult Education. This is the second year that she has won the scholarship.
James “Mike” Webster, 20, of Catlettsburg is planning to study physical therapy at the University of Kentucky. Webster is a customer of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation.

Kevin Alexander Williams, 18, of Jeremiah is planning to study accounting at Eastern Kentucky University. Williams is a customer of the Office of Career and Technical Education.

Ginger Yeary, 42, of Hindman is majoring in accounting at Morehead State University and is a customer of the Office of Employment and Training.

The Education Cabinet coordinates learning programs from P-16, and manages and supports training and employment functions in the Department for Workforce Investment. For more information about our programs, visit www.educationcabinet.ky.gov or www.workforce.ky.gov or call 502-564-6606, or visit Kentucky Adult Education at www.kyae.ky.gov or call 502-573-5114.  
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